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FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Dear friends and colleagues,

Welcome to the March IFATCA circular, the one
edition before the 65th IFATCA Annual Conference in
Bucharest, Romania. A city where history, culture and
energy meet at a crossroad, where West meets East,
North meets South. Romania has long been a bridge
between regions, ideas and traditions — and, as
many of you already know, also a place where
hospitality is taken very seriously… especially when good food and good company
are involved.

It is my pleasure to introduce this Circular, which brings information TOGETHER
from friends and colleagues from across the Federation - to share information, ideas,
exchange perspectives and reflect FURTHER on the developments shaping the
future of our profession.

The past years have clearly demonstrated that aviation continues to evolve rapidly.
Staffing shortages, technological transformation, geopolitical disruptions and
increasing operational complexity are placing growing pressure on the ATM system.
Yet, through all these changes, principles must remain constant: “ Safety, Human
performance considering well-being and professional expertise to deliver”
must remain at the centre of our work.
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﻿
Air Traffic Control has always been — and shall always remain — a human
enterprise: for the people, by the people.

As my 3rd and final term serving as EVP EUR comes slowly to an end, all me some
time to reflect.

As EVP EUR, I saw our role not only as managing the present, reacting to issues affecting our
Member Associations (MAs) but also as encouraging change, improving relationships and
strengthening the voice of operational expertise in research, innovation and policy discussions.
None of this would have been possible without the support of an exceptional team, the
commitment of our MAs and the trust placed in us by colleagues across the EUR region and the
Federation..

Our Federation is built on something simple but powerful: people, volunteers,
working TOGETHER. We are controllers first and foremost — friends, colleagues
and professionals who share the same responsibilities, the same challenges and,
very often, some sense of humour that helps us navigate local issues, night shifts
and heavy traffic peaks. "And it is not because we do a serious job that we always have
to be serious"...We still remain leaders, with a smile.

Throughout these years, I have always believed in one guiding principle: respect,
integrity, personal ethic and professionalism. Our profession thrives when we
treat each other as colleagues first, beyond nationality, background or personal
differences.

This spirit is perfectly captured in the European motto that guided many of our
initiatives:
“TOGETHER – FURTHER.”

The coming years will bring both challenges and opportunities. It will be up to all of
YOU to ensure that technological progress, institutional reforms and operational
developments continue to serve the fundamental objective of aviation: safe,
performant and efficient air traffic services delivered by highly skilled
professionals, helped by well-designed advanced tools, within a safe and
secured environment supported by Just Culture principles.

Through dialogue, cooperation and mutual understanding, including local and
international authorities, and airlines, we can continue strengthening our profession
and the community that supports it.

In these very troubled times, it may be useful to recall — and paraphrase — the words of an
American President: “Do not ask what the Federation can do for you, but rather what you can do
for the Federation— not only for the Federation, but for Humanity!” Our profession carries
responsibilities that go beyond organisations and titles. Every day, through our professionalism,
cooperation and commitment to safety and efficiency, we contribute to something much larger
than ourselves. Aviation connects people, societies and cultures, and we, as air traffic
controllers, play a small but essential role in keeping that connection safe, reliable and human.
Humanism knows no borders, no nations, and no political frontiers; it unites us all as ONE. The
ATCO community has, more than ever, its role to play.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to warmly welcome my successor,
Benjamin Fichtner (Helvetica - Switzerland), who will take over the role of EVP
EUR after the Annual Conference in Bucharest. I wish him every success, strength
and enjoyment in this important responsibility. 
﻿
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Enjoy this edition of the circular and I am looking forward to meeting you soon in
Bucharest.

Yours faithfully,

Frédéric Deleau
IFATCA EVP Europe

Middle East Unrest Statement

IFATCA & IFALPA Joint Papers

Harmonized Implementation Of The ICAO
“4 Levels Of Threat”
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Joint IFATCA/IFALPA paper on Harmonized Implementation of the ICAO "4 Levels of
Threat" System for Managing Unruly Passenger Events.

Only a limited number of States have so far incorporated the 4 levels of threat
system into their national security plans and lack of harmonization can create
significant operational challenges.

IFATCA and IFALPA believe that the harmonised implementation of this system in
National Security Programmes will bring about significant benefits.

READ MORE HERE

Cyber Threats
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IFATCA and IFALPA continue to monitor the threat of cyberattacks against aircraft,
ground facilities, and other critical infrastructures which pose a significant threat that
may cause disruption, unsafe situations, or ultimately loss of life. The purpose of this
paper is to articulate this threat, draw attention to ways in which it is being
addressed and propose a way forward.

IFALPA and IFATCA welcome actions taken by States to establish regulations and 
procedures that set the minimum requirements that the aviation industry must meet.
IFALPA and IFATCA also welcome ICAO’s Cybersecurity Action Plan (CyAP), which
provides the foundation for States, industry stakeholders, and ICAO to work together
to develop the ability to identify, prevent, detect, respond to, and recover from
cyberattacks on civil aviation. 

The cyber threat landscape is of significant concern to the safety and security of civil
aviation. This threat should continue to be addressed in a coordinated manner, both
by industry and regulators.

READ MORE HERE

Man-Portable Air Defence Systems (MANPADS)
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Civil aviation continues to face evolving security challenges including the ongoing
threat posed by Man-Portable Air Defense Systems (MANPADS).

The International Federation of Air Line Pilots' Associations (IFALPA)  and
IFATCA have jointly published a new position paper, reinforcing that preventing the
proliferation of MANPADS is the most effective way to safeguard global aviation.

READ MORE HERE

 Endangerment Of Flight Operations By Protesters

IFATCA Joint Position Paper with The International Federation of Air Line Pilots'
Associations (IFALPA) and IBAC, Endangerment of Flight Operations by Protesters
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Recent years have seen a very concerning increase in the number of incidents
linked to the intentional disruption of flight operations by protesters breaching airport
perimeters and sometimes damaging aircraft and/or airport equipment. Examples
include covering aircraft with paint, flying drones in final approach paths and
occupying aprons. 

Most of these incidents have been largely harmless to people, causing only
economic consequences. IFALPA, IFATCA, and IBAC are concerned that some of
these actions could pose risks to flight safety and potentially result in serious injuries
or a catastrophic event.

READ MORE HERE

International Women's Day

International Women’s Day 2026
Joint Statement

For ALL Women and Girls: Rights. Justice. Action.
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On this International Women’s Day,
IFATCA is proud to stand together with
(IFALPA) IFATSEA IFAIMA  and IFISA  for
the sixth year in a row in support of the
United Nations theme: For ALL Women
and Girls: Rights. Justice. Action.

Across the aviation industry, progress
toward gender equality has been made,
yet women remain significantly
underrepresented, particularly in
operational and leadership roles. This
continued imbalance highlights the need to
move beyond commitment alone and focus
on meaningful, sustained action.

Equal rights and fair treatment in the
workplace are fundamental human rights.
Justice requires that barriers to entry,
progression, and retention are actively
identified and removed. Action demands coordinated efforts across the aviation
sector to create inclusive, supportive, and sustainable working environments for all.
Advancing gender equality is central to social sustainability in aviation and
directly supports the attraction, retention, and development of the next
generation of aviation professionals. Work-life balance, inclusive policies, and
access to career development opportunities are essential to building a resilient
and future-ready workforce. 

Let us use International Women's day as a call to action to strengthen collaboration
and ensure that rights and justice are translated into real change.
Sharing and evaluating our progress will ensure accountability and lasting impact.
Together, we can help shape an aviation industry where all women and girls can
thrive

﻿READ MORE HERE
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Welcome New IP ScioTeq
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IFATCA is delighted to welcome ScioTeq as a premium Industry Partner. 
ScioTeq is a developer and manufacturer of high-tech, innovative, life- and mission-
critical visualization and computing solutions for the Air Traffic Control, Avionics and
Defense & Security markets.

Did you know, every day, more than 80,000 flights are controlled from a ScioTeq Air-
Traffic Control display? Their displays incorporate decades of experience with
visualization for the aerospace industry. So, they know the market and its needs,
while their R&D team keeps up with the latest technologies.

They know that to make informed decisions quickly, ATCOs need the clearest
possible view of the skies. Hence the importance of bright, high-resolution and
reliable ATC displays as an intrinsic part of an ergonomic Controller Working
Position. By combining their ever-broader range with innovative technology, ScioTeq
ensures that every ATCO can be equipped with the optimum window into their ATM
system. 

ScioTeq ATC solutions are designed together with customers to ensure their
solutions precisely meet ATC needs. Talking to ATCOs and air traffic service
providers, their experts gain deeper insight into operators’ working habits, challenges
and wishes – as a perfect start to develop the right solutions.
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ScioTeq’s partnership with IFATCA signals a clear intent to involve the end users as
key stakeholders 

https://www.scioteq.com/en/atc

65th Annual IFATCA Conference
Bucharest, Romania

Download Today! https://ifatca.org/ifatca2026/
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Stay in Touch with IFATCA

Please Sign up Here:

For the circular: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/HIg3w4I

For The Controller:
https://us16.listmanage.com/subscribeu=c40464d82b3126c87eeddc956&id=8d
587efadd

IFATCA @ ICAO

GANP Study Group meeting in Montreal
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IFATCA at ICAO GANP Study Group meeting in Montreal. Feb 9-13 the 9th
edition of GANP.

Kateriina Syaves (Finland) represented IFATCA.
﻿
GANP is unknown to many, or perhaps considered as a high-level paper
without importance on an every day level, but that is not true! The GANP is the
way to the future and will have an impact to the work of all aviation
professionals.

The Global Air Navigation Plan, GANP is an important planning tool for setting
global priorities to drive the evolution of the global air navigation system and
ensure that the vision of an integrated, harmonised, globally interoperable and
seamless system becomes a reality.
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IFATCA Spotlight Podcast

The IFATCA Spotlight Podcast is made by
ATCOs for ATCOs and provides insight into
different challenges and solutions ATCOS face
worldwide.
﻿
In this 20th episode of IFATCA Spotlight, host
Thorsten Raue interviews Tapio Puisto, a
member of the Finnish Air Traffic Controllers
Association (FATCA). They discuss Tapio's
journey into air traffic control, the structure and operations of Finnish ATC, the
challenges posed by weather and geopolitical issues, and the future of air
traffic management in Finland, including innovative projects like the Multi
Remote Operated Tower.

Check out all episodes via podcast.ifatca.org or in your favourite podcast
app.

-=>The Controller Archive <=-
The Controller magazine's archive is now available on the IFATCA website. The
archive contains all issues from the past six decades. In addition, we have started
working on a searchable index of all articles ever published. As you can imagine, this
is a massive task: the index currently holds just over 3,000 entries. Clicking on the
page number takes you directly to the article. For the moment, the index can be
found here. There is no link yet in the website menus as we are still tweaking this
feature. Some information (e.g. on who authored an article) is also missing at the
moment.﻿
﻿﻿
﻿Feedback, including any mistakes or missing articles, is welcome via
webmaster@ifatca.org.

How did you like this Circular?
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